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THE LIRTH OF THE RADIO SOCIETY OF ONTiRIO IRC., .

The Radio Soclety of Ontario Incorpbrated was born
out of the marriage of the Ontario Amateur Radio

- Federation and the Ontario Amatcur Radio Association,

The marriage took place on March 19th 1963,
%%*-}i‘-**ﬁ%%%%%%

It all began with correspondence between Howard
Fralick VE3CAB of Belleville, and ‘Rowland Beardow
VE3AML of Sarnia.

Prior to February 1959 attempts had been made to
contact the Ontarjio Amateur Radio Federation, Gerry
Moes was the then Secretary but it sooh betame appar-
eént that the O.A.R.F, was primerally a club organ-
isetion of amateurs predominantly located aroynd
Mctropoli tan Toronto. .1.c., Hamilton, Burlington,
Torontc, Oshawa, Oakville, etc., ‘and was not inter-
ested in the individual amateur, nor the outside
confines of the Metropolis. ; ' 2

- On February 28th 1959 as a result of a lotter
from Howard Fralick the thought occurred to Rowland
Beardow VE3AML, that if we were to achievc anything

" in the Province of Ontario for amateurs it would be -

necessary to have an organisation embracing cvery .
amateur in the Province whether he belonged to a club
or not, :

- With the original suggestion of obtainihg Call

Letter licence plates as a first objective, the idea
~Was Soon expanded.,

Apparently we were not alone in thoughts for a
letter was received from the Ottawa Valley Radio
Club Incorporated--as a result of a contact between
VE3CAB and VE3AML-~this was from thc secretary, who
said, quote "We were amazed to hear VE3CAB talking
to you in ‘tones that indicatcd that you were away
ahead of us. For this we are pleascd and wish to

. provide as mueh moral support and encouragement as -

possible.~---We hopec to continue this co-operation,



~ . apply -for Incorporation as spon as it was:
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to other mutual problems." unquotec.

It was now neccssary to obtain funds to launch
the objective,. _without -morey- nothing" Gdﬁld be done.

- Verious amatcurs wecre contucted eSpccially those
who would be sympathetic to the suggestion ofa. ...
Rrovince wide organization,

THESE WERE ,THE PECPLE.

Howard Fralick. ~ VE3CAB. Belleville.
Joseph Jeffery. QC.OBE.VE3GB, London.,.
Roger Leclaire.S.J, VE3CNV, SudBury.

Frank Start. VE34J, - Port Arthur. ..
Russ Burmeister, VE3DYB, Sernig. =
Richard Rpberts. VE3NG, = Willowdale.
Lee Dougan. - - VE3BZA. Sarnia, -
Tom Kennedy. et VE3NK.,  Ottaiwa’,

Gerry Spooner., - VE3DQL, . Timmins,

Rowland Ecardow, . 'VEB&ML._. Sarnia. °

***-ﬁ-ﬁﬁ%*irﬁ-ﬂ-ﬁ*#

A letter was sent to the nine pooglc on or about
Merch 5th 1959, soliciting the sum cf $10 on a non-
rcturnable loan to enable the new organisation to
launch a publicity campaign. @ The sum of $100 .was
very quickly received-and the attempt et obtaining
members to the mew group was begun. : :

~With Rowland Beoardow VE3AML actlng as Secretary
Treasurer, and Lee Dougan VE3BZA as co-signer of‘all
_cheques etc the remainder of the ten who were taken
from across the Province were elected as Directors

with the under-standing that the -organisation would
] acticablo.

When thcro WOuld bc Provlncc wide clocti-lﬂ;

T consultatlon With thb other directonss and
using the Nova Scotia Amateur Radio Association Ing, -
by-laws, the aims and objcctlves of thefﬁasocéation

LN
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was 1issued,

THE AINS ANDIOBJECTIﬁEIOF THE ASSOCIATION VERE:

1. To realize the issuance of Call Letter licence

2. To act as spokesman for the amateurs of the
Province of Ontorio.

3. To promote any idea, development or activity that
shall be for the betterment of amateurs in gencral,

A fee of {1 was .requested from all amateurs in the
Province, Bl i i :

- By July, 3.105 letters hag been mailed to the
amateurs of Onterio advising them of the progress
made to date, . Sk : ; :

On July 1lth 1959 an offer made by B11l Crawfcrd
to print membership cards had becn accepted which :
would be sent to gach member,

Joe Jeffery Q,C,,O,B.E.,VE3GB;_waS looking after
the by-laws for the Association, which had adopted . -
the name of Ontario Amatecur Radio Associationmuntil
the application for Incorporatimn, When it might
: become necessary to seglect another name satlisfactory

2to the'Provincial Seoretary. R e
i+ By August 400, approx,, members had been ‘entered . -
- on the recorqdsg, . - s sy 5 S R

LT DiSQHSSion was'beingjheld re the formation.of . ..
_g;p;cence bPlate committee_to handle thevpresgnpthqn,__;

oo By August 13th’ 1959,:a new element had reared :
- 1ts head, 1 & letter from one Of the Directors he ...,
' 1ng received a circular letter from
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On 22nd July 1959 a letter was received from Noel
Eaton asking if the O.A.R.A, would agrece to a meceting
with the 0.A,R,F,, with the objective of a merger. A
reply was scnt ecarly in August stating the @.A.R.A/
would be pleascd to meet in Sarnia, the date to be
arranged to the convenience of - all concerned.

This objective was difficult to achieve through
many reasons at that time, :

In the meantimc considerable research was done on
the licence plate problem,

During 1960 mectings were held with the Deputy
Minister cf Transport, the Registrar of Motor Vehiclcs,
and for the Associlation, Joc Jeffery Q.C. Lee Dougan
and Rowland Beardow.

During 1961, through the auspices of Brian Cath-
cart, Minister of Travel and- Publicity; <the free
QSL program was commenced, Lee Dougan VE3BZA and
RBowland Beardow VE3AML doing a lot of the preliminary
work,

The Secretary facilitated some 250,000 cards being
distributed to amateurs through-out the Province of
Ontario whether they were members or not.

In 1961 it was decided to start the incorporation
proceedings seceing that nothing further had occurred
with rcgards to merger with the other group,., - Capt
Joe Jeffery QC was handling this and aftcr some delay
through choice of a name with the' Provincial Secrctary
& name was found that was acceptable. The nceessary
papers werc drawn up. and sent to the dlrcctors for
their slgnatures. o

It was at this time that the merger ncgotiations
were raised again by the-Federatlon.

On Docember 2nd 1961 a meeting took place in
London at the offices of Joe-Jeffery Q.C. VEBGBa-

Ld



Present for thc Federation wercg
VE3DJE. Robert Parry. President.
VE3CP. Thomas Hunter. Vice-President.

VE3DAR. i&.K.Mecen., Secrctgry.
VE3CO, W.F,Choat. - Asst., 'Secretary.
VE3AWL, Eric Silk. Exec Comm. Member.

For the Association. werc;

VE3AML, Rowland Beardow, Sccy. Treas,

VE3GB., Joseph Jeffery. Director.

VE3BZA. Lee Dougan. Director,

VE3CNV, Rev Father Roger Leclaire. Director. ‘
VE3DWN. G. I. KcCallum. . ~ Proxy for VE3NG, Director.

£Ls an Obscrvor,

VE3CJ, Noel B Eaton. Dircctor, Canesaian Division, -
o ARRL, v ;

Rev Father Roger Leclaire S.J. VE3CNV appeinted chairman
of the mecting, and Noel Eaton as Secretary.

Unanimnously Agrcéd;. s
That an amalgamation of the two groups is desire-
able for the benefit of all Radio Amateurs in Ontario,

Unanimously Agreed;. :

That, in spite of the problems and difficultics
admitted to be inherdnt in any such systom, represent-
atlon on the Board of Directors, or other governing
- body, of the proposed new organization, should be on
& regional basis, such regions to be so defined as to
have as ncarly as possible equal population. -

- UNGNLMOUB LY. ABreed §ov i 5,75k 16 sl somintirer il s
-~ That both types of membership, ie club and in-
dividual, be available in the proposed new organizat-
lon, but that voting for election of representatives,
and on major mattcrs referrod by the Directors to the
members, he on an individual basis, That 1s to say,



PLGE SIX, . .

a membcr club, when voting, would indlcatc the- exact
numbers of 1its members for and against cheh candidate
or proposal. . : - .

That a committecd consisting of Messrs Beardow, Dougan
Meen and Silk be .established to draft a prekiminary
constitution, reccognizing the followings. _ .

1.4 The amalgamato&'organ;zation be governed by a -
board of Directors clooted by districts to be. .
cstablished throughout the provincé, such clections
to be by the membecrs in cach districte :

2w TG Board of Dircctors to bte cestatlished to speak
for the amatcurs of the organization, making use of*
affillated clubs as nccessary in the opinion of the
Board, .~ s o

3. The constitution to sct out,if ncbcssary; those
1tems which must be decided by referendum of all the
memberse. it e

The pame of the ncw organization was left to bc
dccided at o later date, following a visit by Eric
Silk to the Branch of the Provincial Government to
ascertain what would be acccptable, Two '
possibilities wcre generally preferrcd, these beings

. _The Qntar;q_Amategr-Baa;p Society Inc.,
The Radio Soclety of-Ontario'Ind;, -

o e
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Thc matter _agaln_ Went intO a lull until March 19

11963 when a meeting was held at.the Pines 1n Wondstock

between thé representatives of the two organisaticns.:
Prefentiio T ol o o _

Art Meen, VE3RX. Bl Porter, VE31Z.
Tom Hunters YEBCP,_ S Lee Dougan. 'VEBBZA,



PLGE SEVEN,

BErici"S11k VE3VE, Rewland Beardow VE3AML,
Del SpactzelVE3AYS,

Art Meen was anpointed Chailrmen of the meeting.
Rowland Bcardow was appointed Sceretary of the
mcecting.

The pro tem officers of the Radio Socicty of Ontario
Inc were drawn up;-

Art Meen President.

Vice Pres. Lee Dougan VE3BZA,

2nd Vice Pres. Rev Father Roger Leclaire., VE3CNV,
Honorary Counsel,Joe Jeffery. VE3GB, .
Asst Scecrctary. (Corresponding) R.Beardow VE3AML,
Secretary. (Recording) W.F.Choat. VE3CO. |

Unanimously approved.

Financial standing of O.A.R.A, kas $510.44, and
the Federation $637.36, : :

On March 28th 1963, a letter was sent out by Art
Mcen to all member clubs stating, "Amalgamation of
the Fcderation with the Association under one
Corporate structure now known as the Radio Socicty
of Ontario Incorporated has been completed, ™

This I feel brings the record up to the beginning
of the R.S,0, Inc and 1is taken from records and
“papers in my possession, T

Howland'C.E;7Beérdow. VE3AML,
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